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LETTER. 



MY CHBISTIAN FRIENDS:— 

Although the discontinuance of the pastoral relation 
which I sustained towards you, (and for more tlian ten years each at Chester 
and Norwich,) has deprived me of a claim upon your attention to the 
letter which I now address to you, yet, judging from my experience of the 
seriousness and candor with which you listened to my professional ad- 
dresses, I am encouraged to hope that you will not disregard this commu- 
nication, which is dictated by a sense of duty. The affectionate kindness 
I have received from all my congregations, and more particularly from 
you, my English friends, during my ministry, and the substantial proof 
which you gave me of your attachment, before I bade you farewell, 
are too deeply impressed on my heart ever to be obliterated. Many, indeed, 
of my much respected and beloved friends are removed from this scene 
of discipline, but their virtues yet speak to those who knew them well. 
With respect to you, whose race is not yet run, the interposition of the 
waves of the Atlantic has not broken asunder the ties of affectionate re- 
gard, nor shall I ever cease to feel a lively interest in your temporal and 
spiritual welfare. Permit me, therefore, to request that you will favor me 
with your serious attention, whilst I, as briefly as possible, unfold to you 
the complete and important change which my religious principles have 
undergone; and state, as far as I am able, the causes which have operated 
to effect it. 

I have, as you know, never hesitated to declare to you what I believed 
to be the truth as it is in Jesus; and I have delivered, on several occasions, 
controversial lectures in opposition to what appeared to me to be the pre- 
vailing errors of the Christian world. I have never dieaded to encounter 
any obloquy in the discharge of the duties of my ministry; but, never hav- 
ing felt, I never expressed any uncharitable sentiment towards those who 
most widely differed from me; and I do not know that I was ever assailed 
by any opprobrious epithet, or ever injured myself in the estimation of the 
most orthodox, by fearlessly declaring what I believed to be the counsel 
of God. The sincerity of my motives was not questioned by the Trini- 
tarian community; and I expect, and fully believe, that you, my Christian 
friends in England, who have had ample opportunities of studying my 
character, will do me the same justice, now that I have set myself in op- 
position to the doctrines which you maintain — doctrines which I have for 

C 3] 



c 4 : 

more than a quarter of a century strenuously, but, I thank God, unsuccess- 
fully inculcated. Indeed, I do not know that all the controversial lectures 
which I have delivered, have made a single convert to Unitarianism. I 
cannot think it possible that you, my English friends, will suspect the 
purity of my motives on leaving a denomination every where spoken 
against, for one to which no worldly opprobrium is attached. I have, 
hitherto, maintained a blameless reputation; and the Searcher of hearts 
alone is entitled to judge my motives; and if I stand acquitted by Him of 
any interested bias, I shall not deeply feel the insinuations or reproaches 
of man, under the conviction, that no one has any just cause to suspect me 
of regarding the opinion of the world above the testimony of my con- 
science. 

But to those whose bigotry, or indifference to all religion, may deem me 
a mercenary apostate, I may be permitted to say, that I can scarcely expect 
to receive greater patronage from a liberal public than I have hitherto ex- 
perienced. I resigned my pastoral charge of the Chester and Edinburgh 
congregations much to your expressed, and, I have no doubt, sincere regret; 
and I voluntarily relinquished the pastorship of the Norwich Unitarian So- 
ciety with the most gratifying marks of respect and attachment, to emigrate 
to this land of liberty, with the sole object of enabling my children to work 
out for themselves a more honorable and independent maintenance than I 
thought, and still think, they could obtain in England. I considered that 
our means were sufficient to procure all the present comforts of life, and my 
anxiety was for the welfare of my children. Unexpected losses have ren- 
dered my own active exertions necessary; but I should despise myself 
beyond expression, if I thought I could be influenced by any pecuniary 
considerations to make an unrighteous profession of any sentiment or doc- 
trine which I do not sincerely believe; and I do not hesitate to declare that 
my past life will not authorize any one to presume to insinuate that I am 
sunk so low, and become so base, as to sacrifice principle on the altar of 
expediency. My School has received, notwithstanding my published 
opposition to the doctrines of Trinitarianism, an encouragement be- 
yond my expectations, and equal to my wishes. For this support, I 
make a sincere tender of my gratitude to a most liberal community. I 
have deemed it right to myself to say thus much of my own private affairs. 
My letter may probably be read by others, who may not feel any interest 
in my individual concerns, but it is written more particularly for you, my 
much valued friends, in England. 

But now let me proceed to the express object of this letter. Last Oc- 
tober, I resigned my charge of the Unitarian Church at Pittsburgh, not 
because any dissatisfaction was expressed with myself or my services, but 
in consequence of the decreasing state of the little society, and my per- 
suasion, that after the unsuccessful efforts for manv years to raise a con- 
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gregation, no advantage to the cause of Unitarianism could arise from 
continuing any longer the ineffectual struggle against the overwhelming 
opinions and efforts of the orthodox population. I was disposed to think 
that our cause might be better promoted by our quietly mingling with the 
Christian public, and trusting to the silent operation of truth. And I am 
fully persuaded, that the controversional mode of propagating opinions is 
not the most successful; and that although it is the duty of a Christian 
minister to state and defend what he believes to be the truth before his 
own congregation, the assumption of an agonistical attitude is not adapted 
to produce a favorable impression on the mind of the unbeliever. 

Sensible of the great importance of public worship, and deeming it to be 
my duty to accompany my family to the house of God, I was not long in 
selecting, amongst many denominations, that form of worship which would 
best accord with my feelings. The beautiful liturgy of the English Epis- 
copal Church, which I have long admired, determined my choice. I 
remember the time when my prejudices were so strong against the 
Church of England, that I would rather have deprived myself of the 
inestimable blessings of public worship than attend its service; but 
time, which ripens the most acid fniit, gradually mellows the crude 
opinions of early life. I, indeed, was always disposed to acknowledge 
that the Church of England has produced some of the greatest, wisest, 
and most pious men that have enlightened the Christian world; and I am 
now persuaded, that to this Church the nation is indebted for its long 
career of glory, in arts, literature and arms; for its substantial pros- 
perity, which cannot be undermined by the conflicting elements of politi- 
cal agitation; and for the rich streams of learning, good sense, and real 
religion which permeate the length and breadth of the land, which fertilize 
and enrich the moral soil, and diffuse in every direction, the healthful 
blessings of rational and spiritual life. The citizens of the land of my 
adoption will not look unkindly upon me for this expression of my feelings 
to the land of my birth. Never, in all probability, shall I again see the cliffs 
of Albion, which I sailed past wilii feelings not to be uttered; but should un- 
expected circumstances take me to its chores once more, how eagerly 
should I look out for the ivy-mantled towers of its country churches! and 
with what altered emotions should I enter again its sublime and venerable 
cathedrals! 

From the first Sunday of my attendance at the Episcopal Church, I was 
much impressed with the whole service, though several portions of the 
liturgy, more particularly of the litany, were offensive to me; yet I do not 
know that I ever experienced in a place of worship more of what I believe 
to be the spirit of devotion. By degrees, the parts that were exceptiona- 
ble to me became less and less matter of offence; my admiration of the 
service increased; and, at last, I could cordially respond to every petition. 
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You may imagine that my principles were regulated by my feelings, 
and that the important change was the effect of sympathy; but this was not 
the case: the understanding was during the whole time engaged in serious 
examination. Long before I resigned my last pastoral charge, I had often 
reflected with no little perplexity on the present state of Unitarianism, and 
the little success which has attended all the means which have been taken, 
in this country and in England, for the dissemination of its doctrines. 
And after I had ceased to officiate in the pulpit, my perplexity increased. 
In England, except where a popular preacher attracts, the Unitarian con- 
gregations have been for many years decreasing, and in many places the 
chapels are nearly empty. To adopt an expression some where used by 
Dr. Chalmers, "they are rapidly dwindling from observation." Before I 
left my native land, I was encouraged by the flattering accounts which we 
received of the progress of Unitarianism in America. I knew that at 
Boston there were more than twelve Unitarian Churches, and heard of its 
very extensive and irresistible progress in the west. A residence of a few 
years in this country, has fully convinced me of the erroneous impression 
which exists on this subject in England. One or two congregations, indeed, 
may be brought forward which have increased of late, but others have dimin- 
ished, I am led to believe, from what I have seen, heard and read, in 
greater proportion; and the wild notions that many Unitarians have lately 
adopted, will not advance the cause. 

I began more and more to reflect on the extraordinary position of Unita- 
rianism in this age of inquiry, in which the schoolmaster is said to be 
effecting an important change in the mental condition of the community. 
When in England, I regarded the established church as the great obstacle 
to the progress of Christian truth, and fully believed that in this country 
Unitarian Christianity would rapidly spread. But I now find that even 
here, where all denominations are on a footing of equality. Unitarians 
preach and publish without producing any sensible effect on the public 
mind. Is ours, I occasionally reflected, that Gospel preached with so 
much success in the apostolic age, which »either the poor, nor even the rich, 
will now receive. I knew not how to reconcile the repugnance with 
which it is generally regarded, with the conviction that it is the truth as 
it is in Jesus; and I sometimes said to myself, there is another Gospel 
which is every where acceptable, which is received as glad tidings 
of great joy, which warms the heart, enlightens the understanding, incites 
to active exertions in the cause of humanity, sends forth missionaries to 
the arctic regions and the torrid zone, and raises the brutal sensualist and 
cannibal savage from the depths of human wretchedness and degradation, 
and galling slavery, to the glorious liberty of the children of God. Not a 
little impressed with these reflections, I determined to sit down to the 
study of the New Testament alone, without the aid of any commentary; 
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and as much as possible, without any reference to any creeds or doctrines 
maintained by any denomination. I resolved to search the Scriptures on 
the principle enforced by Dr. Chalmers in his evidences: **not what think- 
est thou; but how readest thou.'* Endeavoring to cast out all previous 
conceptions, I began to read the words of our Lord and his Apostles, as I 
would any other book filled 'with important information, to ascertain the 
sentiments therein contained. 

Let me observe, that my collegiate education had been conducted on a 
different principle. I had first studied the Evidences of Natural Religion; 
and having formed and settled my notions of the person, attributes, and 
government of the Deity from books professing to elucidate the Light of 
Nature, I was then conducted to the examination of the Scriptures. With a 
system already formed, with a mind pre-occupied with the speculations of 
natural theologists, I proceeded to read the Bible. "Instead of learning 
the designs and character of the Almighty ^" (to use the words of Dr. Chal- 
mers,) "from his own mouth, I sat in judgment upon them, and made the 
conjectures of what they should be, take the precedency of his revelation 
of what they are." And thus it was that I embraced Unitarianism, and 
thus have I continued to read the Bible almost up to the present time. 

But having determined to take the Word of God as its own expositor — 
to ask myself perpetually "what readest thou?" I began to admit, that 
there were many passages which seemed to favor principles different from 
those which I professed. I was again and again surprised at the appa- 
rent evidence for doctrines which I had been accustomed to regard as cor- 
ruptions of Christianity. The commentators that I had generally consul- 
ted told me that this language was figurative. Every expression relating 
to the Divinity of our Lord's nature, to the meritorious efficacy of the 
sufiferings, blood, and death of Christ, was pronounced metaphorical. 
Such passages as the following, "Behold the Lamb of God, who taketh 
away the sin of the world"— "He came to give his life a ransom for 
many"— "God sent his son to be the propitiation for our sins"— "The ' 
blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sin"— "Ye were redeemed with 
the precious blood of Christ as of a lamb without blemish or without spot 
—who of his own self bear our sins in his own body on the tree — by 
whose stripes ye were healed"— "Thou hast redeemed us to God by thy 
blood out of every kindred"— "If the blood of bulls and goats sanctifieth to 
the purifying of the flesh, how much more shall the blood of Christ, who, 
through the Eternal Spirit, oflfered himself without spot to God, purge 
your consciences from dead works to serve the living God"— such passa- 
ges as these, I had been led to consider as figurative allusions to the sacri- 
ficial rites of the Old Testament dispensation; and, by some means, con- 
trived to pay no attention to the express declaration of St. Paul, that "The 
law is a shadow of things to come." But I began to perceive that this 
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system of interpretation was not doing justice to the explicit and often re- 
peated statement of Revelation. I found in all the gospels, in the Acts, in 
almost all the Epistles, and in the Revelation of St. John, testimony upon 
testimony to the effect of the death of Christ in removing the penalty of 
sin. Is it not, I began to reflect, explicitly stated, that ** Christ hath once 
suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God." 
"That Christ our passover is slain for us?" Can these expressions, and 
many more, repeated again and again, all be figurative allusions to the legal 
sacrifices? I was much perplexed. But when the Book was closed, my 
long established opinions seemed to derive support from what I regarded 
as the dictates of reason. The examination was renewed at my next 
leisure hours, and again the word of God, being studied on the principle 
of "How readest thou" spoke to my troubled mind. The language I ac- 
knowledged meant something; and in reading the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
I came to passage upon passage jdeclaring, that "Christ was offered to bear 
the sins of many;" "that he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
himself;" "that the Lord Jesus was the great Shepherd of the sheep 
through the blood of the everlasting covenant." To the authority of this 
epistle, I had previously paid very little attention, having taken up the no- 
tion that it was not written by the Apostle Paul. In the Improved Version, 
it is arranged under one of the disputed books; but I am now convinced 
that the very difficult passages on the Unitarian scheme which it contains, 
were the real, though unsuspected, cause of my doubting its genuineness. 
The principal objection urged, seems to be that its style is more elegant 
than that of the other Epistles: an objection which scarcely deserves con- 
sideration after the early testimony to its canonical authority; and which, 
if true, is satisfactorily answered by the assertion of some of the Fathers, 
that it was written by the Apostle in Hebrew, and translated at a very early 
period into Greek. Convinced by studying Lardner's chapter on this 
work, that it is entided to the place which it holds in the New Testament, 
I could not any longer hesitate to admit that the doctrine of the vicarious 
sacrifice of Christ is taught in this letter. I turned again to the other 
books of the New Covenant, and perceived that they all unite in bearing 
testimony, "that Christ has redeemed us to God by his blood." At length, 
I referred to the liii. chapter of Isaiah, and there also I found it written, "He 
was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; 
the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are 
healed;" "he was numbered with the transgressors, and he bore the sin of 
many, and made intercession for the transgressors." I could no longer re- 
sist the conclusion, that the doctrine of the Atonement is the doctrine of 
Scripture. 

Particularly impressed with this prophecy, I now turned to other pas- 
sages of the Old Testament, to which our Lord and his Apostles referred, 
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as having their accomplishment in him. Some of you may, perhaps, re- 
collect that I often stated from the pulpit, that the references to the Old 
Testament were merely references of accommodation; that our Lord and 
his Apostles, (I am now astonished at my presumption,) imagined some- 
thing in their circumstances to which the language of the prophets was in 
some sense applicable, and therefore, referred to the Psalms, to Isaiah, and 
the other prophets. I had been taught to regard the prophecies as having 
received their accomplishment long before the appearance of our Lord. 
The frequent references to these prophecies, the express statement, that 
"our Lord expounded in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself;" 
that, "the Scriptures are they which testify of me;" and the declarations 
of the Apostles, that "all the prophets from Samuel have foretold of these 
days;" that "to him gave all the prophets witness;" that "of this salva- 
tion the prophets inquired diligently, who prophesied of the grace that 
should come unto you;" these, and many other similar, explicit state- 
ments, by some unaccountable means, made no impression on my mind, 
and I continued to regard the Old Testament, as having no bearing on the 
doctrines of Christianity. I do not wish nor intend to implicate the Unita- 
rians generally as maintaining this heretical opinion. I acknowledge my 
own error, and my sin, and hope that I may obtain pardon. 

Having, at last, the conviction that our Lord and his Apostles spoke 
plainly and not figuratively when they referred to the prophecies, I turned 
to every reference, and being already persuaded, from the language of 
the new Testament, that my former notions of the person of Christ were 
indeed far below the representations given of him, I received what I now 
regard as proof upon proof, that Jesus Christ is "my Lord and my God." 
The passage in the Old Testament which made at the time the deepest 
impression on my mind, is the remarkable vision recorded Isaiah vi, 
referred to in St. John's Gospel, xii. 41. "These things said Isaiah, when 
he saw his glory and spake of him." The passage will be given in the 
sequel. To use the words of Lowth, "The Lord upon the throne, ac- 
cording to St. John, was Christ, and the vision related to his future king- 
dom, when the veil of separation was to be removed, the whole earth was 
to be filled with the glory of God, revealed to all mankind; which is like- 
wise implied in the hymn of the seraphim, (holy, holy, holy, Jehovah 
God of Hosts,) the design of which is, saith Jerom on the place, to de- 
monstrate the mystery of the Trinity ia^one Godhead." 

If the authority of the Aposde John is to have weight, if he spake by 

inspiration, then, I said, Christ must be the Lord of Hosts. I must either 

reject my former opinions, or renounce the authority of Revelation. I 

have mentioned this passage as that from the Old Testament which most 

powerfully arrested my attention; but, there are many others, which I now 

think equally conclusive, and which you will find in my summary of 

2 
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Scripture evidence. Let me beseech you carefully to compare them. I 
shall here mention only a few. Matt. xxii. 43; Psa. ex. 1. "How then 
doth David in spirit call him Lord, saying, the Lord said unto my Lord, 
sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool." Luke 
i. 17. Isai. xl. 3. "And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to 
the Lord their God; and he shall go before him in the spirit and power of 
Elias." "Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a 
high way for our God." Matt. xxi. 16. "And the children cried out Ho- 
sannah to the son of David. And Jesus saith unto them, have ye never 
read. Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise." 
Psa. viii. 12. "O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the 
earth! who hast set thy glory above the heavens. Out of the mouth of 
babes and sucklings thou hast ordained strength." Do you think that 
the lowly Jesus, if a man, or a created being, however high in the scale of 
existence, would have applied this passage to himself? Matt. ii. 6. Micah 
V. 2. "Out of thee shall come forth unto me, that is to be Ruler in Israel, 
whose goings forth have*been from of old, from everlasting." Zech. xii. 
10. "They shall look upon me whom they have pierced." — John xix. 36. 
Many other passages you ivill find in the summary. In the Old Testament, 
our Lord is called Immanuel, the mighty God, Jehovah our righteousness; 
and attributes are ascribed to him which appertain only to God. I have 
mentioned by what means I was accustomed to elude this testimony; and 
I cannot express how much I am surprised at my blindness and presump- 
tion. "I read as if it was my office to judge, and to give the message of 
God its due place, and subordination among the principles which I had 
previously established. Now these principles were utterly unknown at 
the first publication of Christianity, ^nd every natural or assumed 
principle, which offers to abridge its supremacy, or even so much as to 
share tvith it in authority and direction, should be instantly discarded J*^ 
This is now my firm conviction, and had I received it earlier, I never could 
have adopted Unitarianism as the religion of the Gospel. 

In the lectures which I delivered before you, I frequently charged the 
Trinitarian with the practice of selecting detached passages of Scripture 
indiscriminately, and founding doctrines on particular expressions, with- 
out any regard to the context. But, I was now convinced that it was I 
myself who adopted this mode of interpretation. Supported as I supposed 
by some particular passages, I efideavored to bring them out in striking 
relief on the structure which was founded on the unsubstantial base of 
theoretical speculations on the religion of Nature. Thus, the declaration 
of our Lord, "Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, 
that is God," was brought fortli as an evidence amounting to demonstra- 
tion, that he was not God. I did not think of the passage, John x. 11. 
where our Lord says, "I am tlie good Shepherd; the good Shepherd giveth 



C 11 ] 

his life for the sheep." (See Isai. xl. 10, 11, "Behold the Lord God 
will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him; he shall feed 
his flock like a shepherd.") The doctrine of the divine and human na- 
tures in Christ, offers a satisfactory explanation of these passages; but I 
do not know how they can be reconciled on Unitarian principles. So also 
with respect to the declaration, which is regarded as the strong hold of 
Unitarianism. "But of that day and hour knoweth no man, neither the 
Son, but the Father," I perpetually urged it as conclusive, and fortified 
by this text, I used to pay little attention to the many passages alleged to 
prove the Divinity of our Lord. I well know how I used to treat the 
explanation of the Trinitarian. The passage probably means, that as 
the "Son of man," he <iid not know. Macknight says, "the word ^oiden^* 
here seems to have the force of the Hebrew conjugation hipkil, which 
in verbs denoting action, makes that action, whatever it is, pass to another. 
In this sense it means, I make another know, I declare. The word has 
this meaning without dispute, 1 Cor. ii. 2. *I determined to know, i. e. to 
make known among you nothing but Jesus Christ.' So in this text: *But 
of that day and that hour none maketh you know, not even the Son, (it is 
not mine to give) because the Father hath determined it should not be 
revealed.' " — I can now say let not the Unitarian treat this as a forced 
interpretation, whilst the passages are on the Record, "Thou knowest all 
things;" "I and my Father are one." "He is the same yesterday, to day, 
and forever." "All things which the Father hath are mine;" "The Word 
was God; and all things were made by Him." 

To the Old Testament I frequently used to refer for proofs of the doc- 
trine of the Divine Unity. And texts in abundance may be adduced in con- 
firmation of this fundamental article of religion. But Christ, I was led to 
admit, is also called God in several passages of Scripture; and I felt myself 
obliged to acknowledge, after receiving as my principle of interpretation 
the supremacy of revelation, that it is a mere hypothesis, formed to suit a 
previously conceived system ef religion, to maintain that the word 
God, when applied to him, is used in an inferior sense. Now, many 
passages in which it is said our Lord was worshipped, appeared to 
me in a different light from that in which I had formerly regarded them. 
All such passages I had been accustomed to consider as referring to civil 
homaore, and not to divine honor. Without doubt, several places in the 
New Testament, in which it is said he was worshipped, mean merely 
prostration on the gi-ound, after the eastern manner, before a superior; 
and we find that proskuneo, is used in the Septuagint, and in the New 
Testament, for civil homage, and also for religious worship. These passa- 
ges, therefore, must be interpreted from the context and the analogy of Faith. 
Receiving in their obvious sense the words of our Lord, John, v. 23: 
"The Father hath committed all Judorment to the Son; that all men should 
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honor the Son even as they honor the Father; he that honoreth not the Son 
honoreth not the Father who hath sent him," — I could no longer restrain 
to mere external homage some of the passages in the Gospel in which it 
is said, "they worshipped him;" and more especially the verse, Luke xxiv. 
52, where we read, that "after he had blessed them, and was parted from 
them, and carried up into heaven, they worshipped him." The Evangelist, 
I was at length persuaded, meant something more than civil respect by 
these words on this occasion; and on particularly meditating on the pas- 
sage, I was struck with the absurdity of the notion of paying this kind of 
homage to an absent person; and I felt convinced that the Apostles were too 
well grounded in their principles of religion — the fundamental article of 
which is, "Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou 
serve,"— to bow down in religious reverence before any created being. 
Here, then, and to my mind, impressed with many other passages of 
Scripture, respecting the honor paid and ascribed, and due to Christ, was a 
proof that ** He is the true God and eternal life;" 1 John v. 20 — and conse- 
quently the proper object of religious worship. I read, also, with an under- 
standing awakened to the real import of the passages, the words, Rom. x. 1 1 , 
IS; compared with Isaiah xlv. 23, and xlix. 23. "For the Scripture saith, 
Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. For there is no differ- 
ence between the Jew and the Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich 
unto all that call upon him. For whoever shall call upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in whom they 
have not believed." And again, Rom. xiv. 9-12: "For to this end Christ 
both died, and rose, and revived, that he might be the Lord both of the 
dead and the living." "We must all stand before the judgment seat of 
Christ, for it is written." Isa. xlv. 23-25. "As I live saith the Lord, every 
knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God." These, 
and many other passages, which you will find in the sequel, left no doubt 
on my mind as to the Deity of Christ, and that he is the proper object 
of divine worship. I could no longer have recourse to commentaries, 
which I have found "often darken counsel by words without knowl- 
edge." Admitting the supremacy of Revelation, there is no need of a 
tortuous system of interpretation; and our vain imaginations, which are 
mistaken for the dictates of reason, will not refuse to receive in their 
grammatical, obvious sense the Revelations which our Lord and Master 
has graciously made. Let me entreat your attention to the following 
passage from the work of Dr. Chalmers before referred to. In the 
chapter on the supremacy of Revelation, which is well worth studying, 
he says: "One of the most useful exercises of reason is, to ascertain its 
limits, and to keep within them; to abandon the field of conjecture, and 
to restrain itself within that safe and certain barrier which forms the boun- 
dary of human experience. However humiliating you may conceive it. 
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it is this which lies at the bottom of Lord Bacon's philosophy, and it is to 
this that modern science is indebted for all her solidity, and all her tri- 
umphs. Why does philosophy flourish in our days? Because her votaries 
have learned to abandon their own creative speculations and to submit to 
evidence, let her conclusions be as painful and unpalatable as they will. 
Now all that we want is to carry the same lesson and the same principle 
into theology. Our business is not to guess but to learn. After we 
have established Christianity to be an authentic message from God upon 
those historical grounds, in which the reason and experience of man entitle 
him to form his conclusions — nothing remains for us but an unconditional 
surrender of the mind to the subject of the message. We have a right to 
sit in judgment over the credentials of heaven's ambassadors, but we have 
no right to sit in judgment over the information he gives us. We have no 
right either to refuse or to modify that information, till we have accommo- 
dated it to our previous conceptions. Any previous conceptions of ours 
are of no more value than the fooleries of an infant." "Instead of theoriz- 
ing upon the counsels of the divine mind, let us go to that volume which 
lighted upon our world nearly two thousand years ago, and which bears 
the most authentic evidence that it is the depository of part of these coun- 
sels. Let us apply the proper instrument to this examination. Let us 
never conceive it to be a work of speculation or fancy. This is a pure 
work of grammatical analysis. It is an unmixed question of language. 
The commentator who opens this book with one hand, and carries his 
system in the other, has nothing to do with it." "If there be any repug- 
nance to the obvious truths, the mind is not yet tutored to the philosophy 
of the subject. It may be in the way, but the final result is not yet ar- 
rived at. It is still a slave to the elegance or the plausibility of its old 
speculations, and though it admits the principle that every previous opin- 
ion must give away to the supreme authority of an actual communication 
from God, it wants consistency and hardihood to carry the principle into 
accomplishment." 

Having adopted this principle of interpretation, I could no longer receive 
as figurative expressions, the many passages which bear testimony to the 
personality and divinity of the Holy Spirit. John xiv. 16. "I will pray 
the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may abide 
with you forever. The Comforter, who is the Holy Spirit,^ whom the 
Father will send in my name, will teach you all things, and bring all 
things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. If I go 
not away the Comforter will not come unto you. And when he is come, 
he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and judgment. 
When the Spirit of truth is come he will guide you into all the truth." 
Matt. xii. 32. "Whosoever speaketh against the Holy Spirit, it shall not 
be forgiven him." Heb. ix. 8. "The Holy Spirit signifying that the way 
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into the holiest was not yet made manifest." 14. "How much more shall 
the blood of Christ, who through the Eternal Spirit offered himself without 
spot unto God." Ephes. iv. 30. "Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, 
whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption." Rom. xv. 30. **I 
beseech you for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love of the 
Spirit." Rom. vii. 16. "The Spirit beareth witness with our spirit." 

26. "The Spirit helpeth our infirmities, for we know not what we should 
pray for as we ought, but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us." 

27. "And, Hie that searcheth the heart, knoweth what is the mind of the 
Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the 
will of God." These, and many other passages, some of which you 
will find in the Appendix, and more particularly. Matt, xxviii. 19. "Teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost." And, 2 Cor. xiii. 14: "The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost be with 
you all," fully convinced'me of the truth of the catholic doctrine, expressed 
in the 5th article, that, "The Holy Ghost, proceeding from the Father and 
the Son, is of one substance, majesty, and glory, with the Father and the 
Son, very and eternal God." 

The incomprehensibility and mysteriousness of this Divine Nature, no 
longer formed any objection; for I found it revealed that there are three 
Divine Persons, and also, that there is only one God. I have no desire 
to be wise above what is written in the rule of my Faith. But I desire with 
all humility to prostrate all my vain and ignorant imaginations at the foot 
of the cross, and to say with entire submission, "Lord I believe, help thou 
ray unbelief." I no longer think that there is any thing contrary to reason 
in the doctrine of the Trinity. The mysterious union of the three Persons 
in the Godhead, is a subject which towers infinitely above the province of 
reason. That which is above, is by no means contrary to reason: a dis- 
tinction to which I formerly paid no regard. "Canst thou by searching 
find out God? canst thou find out the Almighty to perfection?" 

I now feel, that if the doctrines of the Trinity and the vicarious sacrifice 
of Christ, were really at variance with the unity and benevolence of the 
Deity, which they formerly appeared, from not understanding them, I 
must at once reject the Scriptures. I am convinced that the system of 
interpretation which I had followed is altogether fallacious, and that these 
doctrines are in the Bible. I receive them with joy and gratitude, as 
glad tidings of good things — an expression, the full meaning of which I 
never before understood: and "truly blessed are the eyes which see, and 
the ears which hear these things," "if we walk in faith and love, in single- 
ness of heart fearing the Lord." The doctrines which I have at last cor- 
dially embraced, are indeed adapted to warm the heart with the liveliest 
emotions of devout gratitude and love; they form a system according to 
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godliness, calculated to bow down to the very dust the pride of the human 
heart, and generate sentiments and feelings of deep humility. This system 
(unlike Taylor's commentary on the Epistle to Romans) is a true key, 
which opens to the enquiring mind inexhaustible treasures of Divine love 
and mercy, unlocks all the dark places, and lets in a flood of light on 
«11 the passages which were perplexing and bewildering to me, with 
an understanding veiled by my former opinions and prejudices. But, 
were I to enlarge on this subject, to express fully what I now think and 
feel, I should extend this letter far beyond the limits I have prescribed. 

It is not my intention to expatiate on the process by which I have embra- 
ced other doctrines that are identified with Trinitarianism. The system 
of interpretation which I had adopted as the only key to unlock the sacred 
treasures, plainly revealed to me the mediatorial office of our Saviour, and 
the doctrines of original sin, justification by faith, and the sanctifying influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit. The numerous passages bearing witness to 
these doctrines, no longer appeared to me hyperbolical and figurative ex- 
pressions, or expressions merely referring to the state of particular individu- 
als, or nations or tribes, or the peculiar circumstances of the primitive 
Christians. I shall in the Appendix give a few of the texts which now 
appear to me conclusive. I believe what I am expressly told in the lan- 
guage of inspiration, and need no glossary to mystify or pervert the words 
of divine truth. 

The sophistical argument, as it now appears to me, that it would be un- 
just to punish the innocent for the guilty, is worth nothing against the ex- 
press testimony of revelation, "That by one man sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin, and so death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned." "By one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the 
obedience of one shall many be made righteous." The argument is sophis- 
tical, for after Adam none were born innocent. "O man, who art thou that 
repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed 
it, why hast thou made me thus?" "All have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God." "But we are justified freely by his grace through the re- 
demption that is in Christ Jesus; whom God hath set forth to be a pro- 
jpitiation through faith in his blood." The fallacy of the argument, also, 
must be evident to every one, who considers the sufferings and the moral 
degradation which wicked parents entail on their children; and the vari- 
ous evils in every condition of life which tyrants and abandoned men in- 
flict on their fellow creatures. 

Butler, in his Analogy, observes, "Whoever will consider the manifold 
miseries, and the extreme wickedness of the world; the wrongnesses 
within themselves which the best complain of, and endeavor to amend; 
but that the generality grow more profligate and corrupt with age; who- 
ever, I say, will consider all these and some other obvious things, will 



[16] 

think he has little reason to object, against the scripture account that man- 
kind is in a state of degradation, against this being the fact, how difficult 
soever he may think it to account for, or even form a distinct conception 
of the occasions and circumstances of it. And that the crime of our first 
parents was the occasion of our being placed in a more disadvantageous 
condition, is a thing throughout and particularly analogous to what we seCf 
in the daily course of natural providence; as the recovery of the world 
by the interposition of Christ has been shown to be in general." "The 
presumption of this kind of objections against the dispensations of God 
seems almost lost in the folly of them. And the folly of them is yet 
greater, when they are urged as usually they are against things in Christi- 
anity analogous or like to those natural dispensations of Providence which 
are matter of experience. Let reason be kept to, and if any part of the 
Scripture account of the redemption of the world by Christ, can be shown 
to be really contrary to it, let the Scripture, in the name of God, be given 
up. But let not such poor creatures as we, go on objecting against an in- 
finite scheme, that we do not see the necessity or usefulness of all its parts, 
and call this reasoning." 

My Christian friends, I must now bid you farewell. I feel that I have 
left unsaid much that I should like to communicate. Let me request your 
attention to the selections which I have made from the Scriptures. I put 
them down as they occurred, without any arrangement, expressly for your 
serious consideration. I beg that you will not consider the Appendix as 
containing a complete list of all the passages which may be adduced to 
prove the Deity of Christ, the Personality of the Holy Spirit, a Trinity 
of persons in the Godhead, and the vicarious sacrifice of Christ. Many 
more texts may be alleged, particularly from the Old Testament. The 
plural termination of the word Elohim often used with plural adjectives, 
pronouns, and verbs, deserves your serious consideration. Let me entreat 
you to put aside your commentary; to search the Scriptures with an atten- 
tion steadily fixed on their sacred contents, regardless of your present 
opinions; and to pray to the God of truth to guide you to the true knowl- 
edge and understanding of his word. 

"Now may the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlast- 
ing covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working 
in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to 
whom be glory for ever and ever." Amen. 

Pittsburgh, April 12/A, 1843. 



APPENDIX. 



ST. MATTHEW. 

Matt. i. 23. ** Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth 
a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted, is, 
God with us." iL 6. "Out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule 
my people Israel." 11. And the wise men "fell down and worshipped him." 
Compare this with Psalm Ixxii. 11, which is evidently alluded to here as 
a prophecy of Christ. We read: "All kings shall fall down before him; 
all nations shall serve him." 13. "He shall save the souls of the needy." 
17. " His name shall endure forever." 15. "And daily shall he be 
praised." Matt. iii. 3. "This is he that was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, 
saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, prepare ye the way of 
the Lord." 11. "He that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes 
I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and 
with fire." 16, 17. "And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straight- 
way out of the water: and lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he 
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: and 
lo! a voice from heaven, saying. This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased." iv. 7. Jesus said unto the tempter, " It is written. Thou 
shalt not tempt the Lord thy God." viii. 2-3. "There came a leper and 
worshipped him, saying. Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean; and 
Jesus put forth his hand, and touched him, saying, I will; be thou clean." 
16-17. "He cast out the spirits with his word, and healed all that were 
sick; that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah, the prophet, 
saying. Himself took our infirmities and bare our sicknesses." See Isaiah, 
liii. 5-7. This prophecy is frequently referred to as prophetic of Christ, 
and we read, " He was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised 
for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with 
his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned every one to his own way; and tha Lord hath laid on him the in- 
iquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was afilicted, yet he opened 
not his mouth;" 8. "For the transgression of my people was he stricken." 
Lowth's trans. 10. v. " If his soul shall make a propitiatory sacrifice, he 
shall see a seed, which shall prolong their days, and the gracious purpose 
of Jehovah shall prosper in his hands. Of the travail of his soul shall he 
see (the fniit) and be satisfied; by the knowledge of him shall my servant 
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justify many; for the punishment of their iniquities he shall bear. There- 
fore will I distribute to him the many for his portion, and the mighty shall 
he share for his spoil; because he poured out his soul unto death; and wag 
numbered with the transgressors: and he bare the sin of many; and made 
intercession for the transgressors."' Matt viii. 26. •* Then he rebuked the 
winds and the sea, and there was a calm." See Psalm cvii. 29. ** He 
maketh the storm a calm." Matt, vii. 21. " Not every one that saith 
unto me, Lord, Lord." ix. 4. "Jesus knowing their thoughts said: That 
ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins." 
See Jer. xvii. 10. "I the Lord search the heart, I try the reins." Matt. x. 25. 
"If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more shall 
they call them of his household?" 32. "Whosoever shall confess me be- 
fore men, him will I confess also before my Father." 37. " He that lov- 
eth father and mother more than me, is not worthy of me." 

Matt. xi. 5. Here our Lord's reference to tlie 35th chapter of Isaiah, 
clearly proves that that prophecy related to himself; and we read: "Say 
to them that are of a fearful heart, be strong, fear not, behold your God! 
vengeance will come; the retribution of God: He himself will come and 
will deliver you. Then shall be unclosed tlie eyes of the blind, and the 
ears of the deaf shall be opened. And a highway shall be here, and it 
shall be called the way of holiness: No unclean person shall pass through 
it; but He himself shall be with them, walking in the way. The ransomed 
of Jehovah shall return." Matt. xi. 10. "Behold this is he of whom it 
i« written, Behold I send my messenger before thy face, who shall pre- 
pare thy way before thee." See Malachi, iii. 1. "Behold I will send my 
messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me, and the Lord, whom 
ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the 
covenant whom ye delight in; he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge 
them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in 
righteousness." Matt. xi. 27. "All things are delivered unto me of my 
Father, and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth 
any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal him." 
"Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest." Matt. xii. 1. "But I say unto you. That in this place is one greater 
than the temple. For the Son of man is Lord even of the Sabbath day." 
See Deut. v. 14. " For the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy 
God." Matt. xii. 18. " That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by 
Isaiah the prophet, saying, Behold my servant whom I have chosen; my 
beloved, in whom my soul is well pleased: I will cause my Spirit to abide 
upon him, and he shall give law to the nations." " Nations also shall 
trtist in him.^^ 

In the 42d chapter of Isaiah which (says Lowth,) "St. Matthew has 
applied directly to Christ, the prophet brings forth into full view, the Mes- 
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siah." Yet, in this chapter, Jehovah declares, "My glory will I not give 
to another.'^ It seems, therefore, to follow, that Christ, in whom the na- 
tions were to trust, is of one substance with the Father. Matt. xii. 25. 
"And Jesus knew their thoughts^ 31. "The blasphemy against the 
Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven." 42. "Behold a greater than Solomon 
is here." xiii. 41. " The Son of man shall send forth his angels." xii. 
25. " Jesus went unto them walking on the sea." 33. " Then they that 
were in the ship, came and worshipped him, saying. Of a truth thou art 
the son of God." xxi. 16. " Peter said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of 
the living God. Jesus said unto him. Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona, 
for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father who is in 
heaven." 27. " The Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father 
with his angels." See Deut. xxxiii. 2. " The Lord came from Seir unto 
them; he shined forth from mount Paran, and he came with ten thousand 
saints." Matt, xviii. 11. "For the Son of man has come to save that which 
was lost." 20. ^^ Where two or three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst ofthemJ*^ A more explicit declaration of the omni- 
presence of Christ could scarcely be given. The Unitarian explanation of 
this passage now appears to me forced and unnatural. Abandon the com- 
mentary, and keep to the express words of our Lord, who surely did not 
intend to lead his followers into idolatry. It is the peculiar and glorious 
attribute of God to flU heaven and earth. See Jer. xxiii. 23. 

Matt. xxi. 15, 16. " The children crying in the temple, and saying, Ho- 
sanna to the son of David, they were sore displeased, and said unto Him, 
Hearest thou what these say? And Jesus saith unto them. Yea; have ye 
never read. Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou has perfected 
praise?" The passage referred to is in the 8th Psalm, verses 1,2, and 
deserves particular consideration: "O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is thy 
name in all the earth! who hast set thy glory above the heavens. Out of 
the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength." I do not 
recollect what any commentator says of this passage; but it appears to me 
as explicit a proof of the Deity of our Lord, as can well be given. The 
parable of the husbandman. Matt. xxi. 37, seems to intimate the same 
doctrine: " But last of all he sent unto them his Son, saying, they will 
reverence my Son." — Matt. xxi. 42, compared with Ps. cxviii. 22. Matt, 
xxii. 37. "Jesus saith unto him. Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind." Compare this 
text with, Rom. viii. 35. " Who shall separate us from the love of Christ." 
39. " Nor height, nor depth, nor any other matter shall be able to sepa- 
rate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." 1 Peter, 
i. 8. " Whom not having seen ye love." And, 1 Peter, iii. 15. " Sanc- 
tify the Lord Christ in your hearts." Christ is the reading of the Vulgate, 
some other versions, and several MSS. Matt. xxii. 41-45. "Jesus asked 
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thsm, saying, What think ye of Christ? whose son is he? They say 
unto him, the son of David. lie saith unto them, How then doth David 
in Spirit call him Lord, saying, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on 
my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy foot-stool. If David then 
call him Lord, how is he his son." See Ps. ex. and 1 Cor. xv. 25. 
•* He must reign, (i. e. in his mediatorial capacity) till he hath put all en- 
emies under his feet." Matt, xxiii. 37. *' How often would I have gath- 
ered thy children together as a hen gathereth her chickens under her 
wing." Ps. xci. 4. "He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his 
wings shalt thou trust." Matt, xxiii. 39. ** Ye shall not see me hence- 
forth, till ye shall say. Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord." 
Ps. cxviii. 26-29. " Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord: 
we have blessed you out of the house of the Lord." Matt. xxiv. 15. 
" When ye shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel 
the prophet, stand in the Holy place." Dan. ix. 24. "Seventy weeks are 
determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the trans- 
gression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, 
and to bring in everlasting righteousness." 26. ** Messiah shall be cut 
off, but not for himself." Matt. xxv. 31. " When the Son of man shall 
come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon 
the throne Qf his glory; and -before him shall be gathered all nations; and 
he shall separate them one from another. See Zech. xiv. 5. "And the Lord 
my God shall come, and all the saints with thee." 8. " In that day, liv- 
ing waters shall go out of Jerusalem." 9. "And the Lord shall be king 
over all the earth; in that day shall there be one Lord and his name one." 
Matt. xxvi. 28. " This is my blood of the New Testament which is 
shed for many for the remission of sins." 31. "All ye shall be offended 
because of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and 
the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad." Zech. xiii. 7. "Awake, 
O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, 
saith the Lord of Hosts: smite the shepherd and the sheep shall be scatter- 
ed." 9. " They shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will say. 
It is my people: and they shall say. The Lord is my God." The expres- 
sion, "against the man that is my fellow," merits particular consideration. 
As Parkhurst observes in his Hebrew Lexicon, "omit" is here applied to 
the human nature associated with the Divine, in the person of Christ, 
where the Vulgate has, ^^cohserentem mihi, cohering with me." 

Matt, xxvii. 9. " Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jere- 
miah the prophet, saying. And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the 
price of him that was valued, whom they of the children of Israel did 
value, and gave them for the potter's field as the Lord appointed me." 
Zech. xi. 12-13. "And I" (the Lord God) "said unto them, If ye think 
good, give me my price; and if not, forbear. So they weighed for my 
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price thirty pieces of silver. And the Lord said uiito me, Cast it to the 
potter: a goodly price that I was prized at of them." This passage needs 
no other commentary than John x. 30. " I and my Father are one." 
Matt, xxviii. 9. "And they came and embraced his feet, and worshipped 
him." 18, 19. "And Jesus said unto them. All power is given to me 
in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; 
teaching them to observe whatsoever I have commanded you; and, lo, / 
am with you always, even to the end of the world. Amen. Ex. xx. 24. 
"In all places, where I record my name, I will come unto thee, and I will 
bless thee." 

Thus, as it now appears to me, our Lord intimates that the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, are three co-equal persons, who are to be acknowledged 
and worshipped as one God, under the Christian dispensation. Unitarians 
object, that if this was the doctrine of the New Testament, it would be dis- 
tinctly stated, and in terms as express as those which are given in creeds 
and confessions of Faith. The objection is presumptuous; and the Atheist 
might, on the same principle, object to the Deist, that if there is a God, 
and none other but he, all Nature would have clearly proclaimed the truth, 
in characters which every human being could read and understand. And 
the Trinitarian replies, that the Trinity is manifestly revealed, and that, 
with a very few exceptions, this doctrine has been received by all Chris- 
tian Churches from the Apostolic age to the present time. 

ST. LUKE. 

The Gospel of St. Mark closely resembling that of St. Matthew, I pass 
on to make a few extracts from St. Luke, omitting the passages which are 
parallel, i. 16. "And many of the children of Israel shall he," the Baptist, 
"turn to the Lord their God; and he shall go before Him in the spirit and 
power of Elijah." 33. "And He shall reign over the house of Jacob for 
ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end." Dan. ^vii. 13-14. "And 
behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came 
to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. And 
there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, 
nations, and languages should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting 
dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall 
not be destroyed." Lu. i. 43, And Elizabeth saith, "Whence is this, that 
the mother of my Lord should come unto me." 68. And Zacharias said, 
"Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he hath visited and redeemed his 
people." 76. "And thou child shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: 
for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways, to give 
knowledge of salvation unto his people -by the remission of their sins." 
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ii. 11. "Unto you is born a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord." Isai. ix. 
6, 7. "For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the govern- 
ment shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase of his government there shall be no end, upon the throne of 
David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judg- 
ment and with justice, from henceforth even forever. The zeal of the 
Lord of hosts will perform this." Luke ii. 3. "And Anna gave thanks 
unto the Lord, and spake of him to all them that looked for redemption in 
Jerusalem." iii. 22. "And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape 
like a dove." ix. 26. "The Son of man shall come in his own glory, and 
in his Father's, and of the holy anggls." 56. "The Son of man is not 
come to destroy men's lives, but to save them." x. 22. "All things are 
delivered to me of my Father; and no man knoweth who the Son is, but 
the Father; and who the Father is, but the Son, and he to whom the Son 
will reveal him." xii. 12. "7%c Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same 
hour what ye ought to say." xvii. 5. "The Apostles said unto the Lord, 
Increase our faith." 15-19. The Samaritan "turned back, and with aloud 
voice glorified God, and fell down on his face at his feet, giving him 
thanks. And Jesus said there are not found that returned to give glory to 
God, save this stranger." xxi. 4. "She of her penury hath cast in all 
the living that she had." 15. "I will give you a mouth and a wisdom, 
which all your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor resist." xxii. 
29. "I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto 
me." 69. "Hereafter shall the Son of man sit on the right hand of the 
power of God." xxiii. 42. "And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me 
when thou comest into thy kingdom. And Jesus said unto him. Verily I 
say unto thee. To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise." xxiv. 46. 
"Thus it behoved Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day; 
and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name 
among all nations." 49. "I send the promise of my Father upon you." 
51, 52. "-flc was parted from them, and carried up into heaven. And 
they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy,* ^ 

ST. JOHN. 

1-18. "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All 
things were made by him, and without him was not any thing made that 
was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the 
light shineth in darkness, and the darkness comprehended it not. There 
was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The same came for 
a witness, to bear witness of the Light; that all men through him might 
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believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that 
Light. That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made by him, 
and the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own re- 
ceived him not. But as many as received him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name; who were 
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but 
of God. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we 
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of 
grace and truth. John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, this was 
he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for 
he was before me. And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for 
grace. For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by 
Jesus Christ. No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten 
Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him." 29. 
"Behold the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of the world." 34. 
**I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God.'- 36. "And looking 
upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, "Behold the Lamb of God." 47. 
"Jesus saw Nathaniel coming to him, and saith of him. Behold an Israelite 
indeed, in whom is no guile!" ii. 19, "Jesus said. Destroy this temple, 
and in three days I will raise it up," 25. "He needed not that any should 
testify of man; for he knew what was in man. iii. 1-13, The conver- 
sation of our Lqrd with Nicodemus. 13-17. "No man hath ascended up 
to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man who 
is in heaven. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even 
80 must the Son of man be lifted up; that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. For God so loved the world that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but that the world though him might be 
saved." 31. "He that cometh from above, is above all." 35. "The 
Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand." iv. 18. 
Our Lord's knowledge of the life of the Samaritan woman, 29. "Come, 
see a man, who told me all things that ever I did." 50. "Jesus said, Go 
thy way, thy son liveth." v. 17. "Jesus answered, my Father worketh 
hitherto and I work." 21-23. "Even so the Son quickenetli whom he 
will. For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment 
to the Son, that all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the 
Father. He that honoureth not the Son, honoureth not the Father who hath 
sent him." 25. "The dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God» and 
they that hear shall live. For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath 
he given to the Son to have life in himself," 33. "The bread of God 
is he who cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world." 40. 
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«*I will raise him up at the last day." 44. **No man can come to me, ex- 
cept the Father who hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at 
the last day." 46. "Not that any man hath seen the Father, save he who 
is of God, he hath seen the Father." 51. "The bread that I will give 
you is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world." 62. "What 
and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was before." 
viii. 12. "I am the light of the world." 19. "If ye had known me, ye 
should have known my Father also." 25. "They said unto him. Who 
art thou? And Jesus saith unto them. Even the same that I said unto you 
from the beginning." 35. "The servant abideth not in the house for 
ever; but the Son abideth ever." 58. "Jesus said unto them, verily, 
verily, I say unto you. Before Abraham was I am." See Ex. iii. 14. 
Isai. 43. 13. "Yea, even before time was, I am He." And Rev. i. 11.^*1 
am Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last." 

It is evident from the following verse, that the Jews considered the ex- 
pression, *I am,' to intimate that he was God. They imagined that he 
had spoken blasphemy, as on a former occasion, when he made himself 
equal with God. x. 11. "I am the good Shepherd; the good Shepherd 
giveth his life for the sheep." 15. "As the Father knoweth me, even so 
know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep." 17. "There- 
fore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life that I might 
take it again." 18. "I have power to lay it down, and I have power to 
take it again." 27. "My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 
they follow me; and I give unto them eternal life," 30. "/ and my Father 
are one^ 38. "Believe that the Father is in me, and I in him." xi. 4. 
"This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of 
God might be glorified thereby." 25. "I am the resurrection, and the 
life: he that believeth in me though he were dead, yet shall he live." xii. 
32. "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me." 
41. "These things said Isaiah, when he saw his glory and spake of him." 
Isai. vi. 1-3. "I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne high and lifted up, 
and his train filled the temple. Above it stood the seraphim; each one 
had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered 
his feet, and with twain he did fly. And one cried unto another, and said, 
Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glo- 
ry." 5. "Then said I, woe is me; for mine eyes have seen the King, 
the Lord of hosts, ^^ John xii. 45. "He that seeth me, seeth him that 
sent me." xiii. 13. "Ye call me. Master and Lord: and ye say well, for 
so I am." xiv. 2. "I go to prepare a place for you." 6. "No man 
Cometh unto the Father but by me." 7. "If ye had known me, ye should 
have known my Father also; and from henceforth ye know him, and have 
seen him." 9. "He that hath seen mc, hath seen the Father." 13. 
"Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may 
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be glorified in the Son." 16. "And I will pray the Father, and he will 
give you another Comforter." 21. "And he that loveth me shall be loved 
of my Father." 23. "And my Father will love him, and we will come 
unto him, and make our abode with him." 26. "The Comforter, who is 
the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach 
you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I 
have said unto you." xv. 23. "He that hateth me, hateth my Father 
also." 26. **But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto 
you from the Father, he shall testify of m6." xvi. 7-15. "If I go not 
away the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart I will send 
him unto you. And when He is come, He will reprove the world of sin," 
&;c. 13. "Howbeit when He, the Spirit of truth, is come. He will guide 
you into all truth; for He shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever He 
shall hear, that shall He speak; and He will shew you things to come. He 
shall glorify me: for He shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto 
you. All things that the Father hath are mine; therefore said I, that He 
shall take of mine, and shew it unto you." 28. "I came forth from the 
Father, and am come into the world." 33. "These things have I spoken, 
that in me ye might have peace." xvii. 1. "Glorify thy Son, that thy 
Son may also glorify thee." 6. "And now, O Father, glorify thou me 
with thine own self, with the glory which I had with thee before the 
world was." 10. "All mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glo- 
rified in them." 24. "Thou lovedst me before the foundation of the 
world.!' xviii. 4. "Jesus knowing all things that should come upon him." 
xix. 36. "These things were done, that the Scripture should be fulfilled, 
A bone of him shall not be broken." Num. ix. 12. "They shall leave 
none of it," (the paschal lamb,) "unto the morning, nor break any bone of 
it." Nothing can be a clearer testimony than this, that the passover was 
typical of the great atoning sacrifice- — the crucifixion of Christ. John xx. 
28. *^ Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God." 

The three Gospels from which I have quoted, almost begin and end 
with remarkable testimonies to the Deity of our Lord. Matt. i. 23. 
"They shall call his name Emmanuel." xxviii. 19. "Baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, andof the Holy Ghost." — 
Luke i. 16, 17. "Many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord 
their God. And he shall go before Him in the spirit and power of 
Elias." xxiv. 51,52. "He was parted from them, and carried up into 
heaven. And they worshipped him."-— John i. 1. "In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was God." xx. 28. "Thomas answered and 
said unto Him, My Lord and my God." 

Thus have I selected from the Gospels of St. Matthew, St. Luke, 
and St. John, the passages that made the deepest impression on my own 
mind, in searching the Scriptures on the principle of " How readest thou." 

4 
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I have omitted all the parallel texts. I am well aware, that the effect 
which they are calculated to produce, is much weakened when thus placed 
out of their connexion. By this means, they lose their best commentary. 
The first three Gospels, I used to consider as containing little or no evi- 
dence in favor of Trinitarianism. But I now feel utterly astonished at 
the statement of Mr. Belsham in the "Calm Inquiry," a work which was 
once my vade mecum, that "Matthew, Mark, Luke, James, Peter, and 
Jude, are generally allowed to have advanced nothing upon the subject of 
the pre-existence, and superior nature and dignity of Jesus Christ." I 
formerly thought, that Trinitarians were the passive slaves of their spiritual 
guides; that they were "spell'd with words of power," and durst not ad- 
vance a single step in the path of inquiry; but I am now convinced, that 
many Unitarians are "cabin'd, cribb'd, confin'd, and bound in," by the pros- 
tration of their understandings before the dogmatical assertions of some of the 
doctors of their church. I can bear witness to my former thraldom, and I do 
indeed rejoice in my emancipation. When we consider that the first three 
Gospels are biographical, we need not be surprised that they do not con- 
tain more frequent declarations of, and allusions to, the Divine Nature of 
our Lord, and the personality and divinity of the Holy Spirit. These narra- 
tives were written several years after the doctrines of Christianity had been 
fully explained, and a regularly ordained ministry appointed toiiand them 
down from age to age. This observation also applies to the Acts of the 
Apostles; and with respect to the Epistles, I may observe, that they were 
written to churches already well grounded in the peculiar doctrines of the 
Gospel, by the Apostles, or bishops appointed by them. 

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 

Acts, i. 8. " Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you." 16. "This scripture, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of 
David spake." 24. "And they prayed, and said, Thou Lord, who know- 
est the hearts of all men, shew whether of these two thou hast chosen." 
That this prayer was addressed to Christ, who was now reigning in his 
mediatorial office, and as head of the church, "to put all enemies under 
his feet," 1 Cor. xv. 25, is,»I now think, evident, ii. 21. "And it shall 
come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved." 24, 25. " Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains 
of death, because it was not possible that he should be holden of it. For 
David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before my 
face, for he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved." Ps. xvi. 8. 
Acts, ii. 34, 35. " David said himself. The Loid said unto my Lord, Sit 
thou on my right hand, until I make thy foes thy footstool." Ps. ex. 2. 
Acts, ii. 38. " Be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
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for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." 
47. **And the Lord added daily to the church such as should be saved." 
iii. 6. **In the name of Jesus Christ rise up and walk." 14. **Butye 
denied the Holy One and the Just." (The expression «* Holy One," 
(QuEDUsH,) as Paikhurst observes, is often applied to Jehovah. ** They 
shall sanctify the Holy One of Jacob." ** I am the Lord your Holy One." 
** The Holy One came from Paran." **And," he remarks, *<Quedushim 
by itself signifies the Holy Ones, i. e. the Holy Persons of the Trinity.") 
15. "And killed the Prince of life.'*^ 16. "And his name, through faith 
in his name, hath made this man strong." iv. 12. " Neither is there sal- 
vation in any other; for there is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved." 29b 26. ** Who by the mouth 
of thy servant David hast said. Why did the heathen rage, and the people 
imagine vain things? The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were 
gathered together against the Lord, and against his Christ." Ps. ii. 1-12. 
" The Lord hath said unto me thou art my Son, this day have I begotten 
thee. I will give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for thy possession. Blessed are all that put their trust 
in him." v. 3, 4. ** Why hast Satan filled thy heart to lie to the Holy 
Ghost. Thou hast not lied unto men but unto God." 32. ** We are his 
witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath 
given to them that obey him." vii. 61. ** Ye do always resist the Holy 
Ghost, as your fathers did, so do ye." 55, 56. "Stephen, full of the Holy 
Ghost, looked up steadfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and 
Jesus standing on the right hand of God, and said. Behold I see the heav- 
ens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God." 
59, 60. "And they stoned Stephen, calling upon, and sayings Lord Jeaua^ 
receive my spirit. And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, 
Lord, lay not this sin to their charge." viii. 27-40. Philip and the man 
of Ethiopia. 32. " The place of scripture which he read was this, He 
was led as a sheep to the slaughter." Isa. liii. 7. Acts, viii. 35. "Then 
Philip began at the scripture, and preached unto him Jesus. And the 
eunuch said. See here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? And 
PhiJ^p said, if thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he 
answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God." ix. 4. 
"And Saul fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, 
why persecutest thou me?" 5. "And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom 
thou persecutest." 15. "And the Lord said, go thy way, for he is a 
chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the gentiles." 17. "The 
Lord, even Jesus, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and 
be filled with the Holy Ghost." 31. "The churches walking in the 
fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost." 34. " Peter 
said, iEneas, Jeaua Christ maketh thee whole.'*^ x. 19. "While Peter 
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thought on the vision, the Spirit said unto him." 36. " Preaching peace 
by Jesus Christ,. Ae is Lord of alU^ Rom. x. 12. Acts, x. 42. ** It is he 
who was ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead. To him 
give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever believeth 
in him shall receive remission of sins." xi. 12. ** The Spirit bade me go 
with them," 21. **And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a 
great number believed, and turned to the Lord." 23. "And exhorted them 
that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord." xiii. 1. 
" The Holy Ghost said, separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work 
whereunto I have called them." 4. ** So they, being sent forth by the 
Holy Spirit." 7. "Desired to hear the word of Gi)d.^^ 12. "Being aston- 
ished at the doctrine of tk0 Lord.^^ 39. ** By him all that believe are 
justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law 
of Moses." 47. ** For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set 
thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldst be for salvation unto 
the ends of the earth." xiv. 23. " They commended them to the Lord on 
whom they believed." xv. 11. ** We believe that through the grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as they." 28. " For it seemed 
good to the Holy Ghost." xvi. 6. "And were forbidden of the Holy 
Ghost." 7. " The Spirit sufiered them not." 14. " Whose heart the 
Lord opened." 18. "I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come 
out of her." 31. " Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved, and thy house." xvii. 3. " Opening and alleging that Christ 
must needs have suffered." xviii. 9, 10. ^*Then spake the Lord to Paul 
in the night by a vision. Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace: 
For I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee: for I have 
much people in this city." xix. 11. "God wrought special miracles by 
the hands of Paul." 

It must, I think, be admitted by all, who read with attention the Acts 
of the Apostles, that Paul was under the peculiar guidance of Christ, who 
appeared unto him to make him a minister to the Gentiles. Acts, xvi. 18. 
"Paul said to the spirit, I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come 
out of her. And he came out the same hour." Mark, xvi. 17. " In my 
name shall they cast out devils." It appears also that the other Apostles 
performed their miracles by the power of Christ. Acts, iii. 6. " In the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk." ix. 34. " Peter 
said unto him, JSneas, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole.'^ iv. 30. <^That 
signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy holy child Jesus." 

The miracles were performed then by Christ; now as we are told that 
they were wrought by God, it follows that Christ is God. The words, 
Christ, Lord, and God, appear often to be used indiscriminately. We 
have the expressions, Woid of God, Word of the Lord, Grace of God, 
Grace of Christ, They glorified God, They glorified the Lord, (Jesus a« the 
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context shews) I thank God, I thank Christ, &c. xix. 17. "And the name 
of the Lord Jesus wzs magnified;^ ^ emegaluneto. This verb is used, 
Luke, i. 46. ** My soul doth magnify the Lord." Acts, x. 46. " They 
heard them speak with tongues and magnify God." And in the Septua- 
gint, 2 Sam. vii. 26. "And let thy name be magnified forever." Ps. Ixix. 
30. ** I will magnify the name of God with thanksgiving."— Acts xx. 19. 
"Serving the Lord with all humility of mind." Acts, ix. 15. "He is a 
chosen vessel unto me." Acts, xx. 23. " Save that the Holy Ghost wit- 
nesseth in every city, saying that bonds and affliction abide me." 28. 
" Take heed unto yourselves and all the flock, over which the Holy Spirit 
hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he has pur- 
chased with, his own blood." On the authority of several MSS. and ver- 
sions, Griesbach reads, "the Church of the Lord." Wakefield keeps to 
the received text, principally on the authority of the Ethiopic version, xxi, 
11. "Thus saith the Holy Spirit, So shall the Jews," &c. 13, 14. "I am 
ready to die for the name of the Lord Jesus. The will of the Lord be done." 
19. "He declared what things God had wrought by his ministry." (Acts, ix. 
34. "iEneas, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole.") 20. "And when they 
heard it, they glorified the Lord." xxii. 16. "Arise, and be baptized, and 
wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lardy 17-21. "While 
I prayed in the temple, I was in a trance, and saw him saying unto me, 
Make haste, and get thee out of Jerusalem: for they will not receive thy 
testimony concerning me. And I said, Lord they know — and he said 
unto me. Depart, for I will send thee far hence unto the Gentiles." xxiii. 
11. "And the night following, the Lord stood by him, and said. Be of good 
cheer, Paul; for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear 
witness also at Rome." The remainder of this most interesting and edi- 
fying account of the first planting of the Gospel, relates to St. Paul's im- 
prisonment, and vindication of himself before Felix and Agrippa, and his 
disastrous voyage to Rome. 

EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. 

Romans i. 7. "Grace and peace from God our Father, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ" 9. "The Gospel of his Son." 1. "The Gospel of 
God." 10. "That I might have a prosperous journey by the will of God." 
Acts xxi. 14. "The will of the Lord," (Jesus.) Rom. iii. 23-25. "For 
all have sinned, ai^d come short of the glory of God; being justified 
freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: whom 
God hath set forth to be a propitiation tlirough faith in his blood, to de- 
dare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the 
forbearance of God." 28. " Therefore we conclude that a man is justified 
by faith without the deeds of the law." iv. 25. "Who was delivered for 
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our offences, and was raised again for our justification." v. 1. "There- 
fore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ." 6. "When we were yet without strength, in due time 
Christ died for the ungodly." 8-15. "God commendeth his love towards 
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more 
then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through him. For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 
by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved 
by his life. And not only so, but we also joy in God, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement. Wherefore 
as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death 
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned. For until the law sin was 
in the world; but sin is not imputed where there is no law. Nevertheless 
death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned 
after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that 
was to come. But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if 
through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, 
and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded 
to many." 19. "For as by one man's disobedience many were made sin- 
ners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous." vi. 23. 
"The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord." viii. 1. 
There is therefore now no condemnation to them who are in Christ Jesus, 
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." 3, 4. "God sending his_ 
own son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the 
flesh: that the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk 
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." 16. "The Spirit itself beareth 
witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God." 26. "Likewise 
the Spirit helpeth our infirmities; for we know not what we should pray 
for as we ought; but the Spirit himself maketh intercession for us with 
groanings which cannot be uttered." 27. "And he that searcheth the 
hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh inter- 
cession for the saints according to the will of God." 32. "He that spared 
not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with 
him also freely give us all things?" 34. "CAm/, who is at the right 
hand of God, maketh intercession for tis." ix. 5. "Whose are the fath- 
ers, and of whom as concerning die flesh Christ camCt who is over all^ 
God blessed for ever, AmenJ*^ 

This is the literal, grammatical translation of this celebrated passage, 
which is sufficiently clear and explicit, and seems to be of authority to 
decide the controversy on the principle of "How readest thou." But 
having come to the study of the Scriptures with my pre-conceived notions 
of the Person of the Deity, I, instead of adhering to the Greek text, 
adopted the forced translation of the Improved Version, "God over all be 
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blessed forever!" Wakefield, in the notes to his translation, says, that 
»*he adopts a lower sense of the word God." This is, however, a licen- 
tious mode of interpretation to suit our own notions, and is inconsistent 
with that **meek heart and due reverence" with which our rule of Faith 
should be received. The Apostle John expressly states, that "the Word 
was God;" that "all things were made by this Word;" that "the Word 
was made flesh, and dwelt among us." Thomas addressed Him, as his 
Lord, and his God; and the Apostle Paul declares, that "Christ is over all, 
God blessed for ever." And shall I set up my judgment in opposition on 
account of an hypothesis? — the vain and ignorant conjectures of philoso- 
phy, falsely so called. We know nothing of the mysterious essence of 
Deity. "Such knowledge is too wonderful for us; we cannot attain unto 
it." Let us, with all docility, yield up our understandings in entire sub- 
mission to the oracles of divine truth; and, in the words of the prophet 
Samuel, say, "Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth." Let us receive 
with humQity, joy, and gratitude the mysterious annunciation, that the 
Lord of universal nature was manifested in the flesh to redeem us from all 
iniquity, and qualify us for those blissful mansions, which he is gone to 
prepare for his faithful servants. 

Rom. X. 4. "Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one 
that believeth." 11. "For tlie Scripture saith, "Whosoever believeth 
on him shall not be ashamed." Isai. xlix. 23. "And. thou shalt know 
that I am the Lord; for they shall not be ashamed that wait for me." Rom. 
X. 12-14. "For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek; for 
the same Lord over all, is rich unto all that call upon him. For who- 
soever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then shall 
they call on him in whom they have not believed?" As the context 
shews, the same Lord over all, who is rich to all that call upon him, is 
Christ, xiv. 9-12. "To this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, 
that he might be Lord both of the dead and living. But why dost thou 
judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we 
shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. For it is written, As 
I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall 
confess to God. So then every one of us shall give an account of him- 
self to God." Isai. xliv. 23-26. This passage, compared with Isaiah, 
appears to me clearly to prove, that Christ and his Father are one, that 
Christ is the proper object of religious worship. Standing before the 
judgmeiSt seat of Christ, every one shall give an account of himself to 
God. Rom. xiv. 15. "Destroy not him with thy meat, for whom Christ 
died." 17, 18. "Joy in the Holy Spirit. For he that in these things 
serveth Christ is acceptable to God." xv. 12. "And again, Isaiah saith, 
"There shall be a root of Jesse, and he that shall rise to reign over the 
Gentiles; in him shall the Gentiles trust." Isai. 1. 10. "Let him trust in 
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the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God." Rom. xv. 13. "That ye 
may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost." 18. "I will 
not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ has not wrought by 
me." 30. "I beseech you for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the 
l&ve of the Spirit." xvi. 18. **For they that are such, serve not our 
Lord Jesus Christ." 20. "The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you." 

FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS. 

1 Cor. i. 2. "The church of God." Rom. xvi. 16. "Churches of 
Christ." 1 Cor. i. 2. "To them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, 
called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, both their's and our's." I may here observe that in 
addition to Scripture Testimony, that prayer was offered to Christ, we 
have the evidence of the learned Pliny to the emperor Trajan, who writes 
that the Christians (^^ Carmen Christo, quasi Deo, dicerey^ ) "Sing a hymn 
to Christ as God." 7. "Waiting for the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ; 
who shall also confirm you unto the end." 24. "Christ the power of God, 
and the wisdom of God." 30, 31. "But of him are ye of Christ Jesus, who 
of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and 
redemption: That according as it is written. He that glorieth, let him glory 
in the Lord." ii. 2. "For I determined not to know any thing among you, 
save Jesus Christ, and him crucified." 8. "They would not have crucified 
the Lord of glory:' Ps.xxiv. 10. "Who isthe Kingof glory? The Lord 
of hosts, he is the king of glory." i. Cor. ii. 10. "But God hath revealed 
them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep 
things of God." 13. "But which the Holy Ghost teacheth." iv. 6. 
"Until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden things of 
darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of hearts." vi. 11. "And 
such were some of you; but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye 
are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God." 
19, 20. "Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost 
which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For 
ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body^ and in 
your spirit, which are God's." iii. 16. " Know ye not that ye are the 
temple of God." vii. 22, 23. " He that is called, being firee, is Christ's 
servant. Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men." 
viii. 6. "One Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him." 
12. "Ye sin against Christ." Gen. xxxix. 9. "Sin against God." lCor.x.4. 
" They drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock 
was Christ." 9. " Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also 
tempted." 21, 22. "Ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the 
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table of devils. Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy." Deut. xxxii. 21. 
**They have moved me Jehovah to jealousy?" 1 Cor, xi. 25. ** This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood." xii, 4. " Now there are diversi- 
ties of gifts, but the same Spirit." 1 1 . <'But all these worketh that one and 
selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will." xv. 3. 
"For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that 
Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures," 10. " But by the 
grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon 
me." 1 Tim, i. 12-16. '* I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath ena- 
bled me, for that he accounted me faithful, putting me into the ministry. 
And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love 
which is in Christ Jesus. I obtained mercy that in me first Jeaua Christ 
might shew forth all long suffering, for a pattern to them who should 
hereafter believe in him.^^ 1 Cor. xv. 17r 18. " If Christ be not raised, 
ye are yet in your sins. Then they also who are fallen asleep in Christ 
are perished." 22. "For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive." 25. '^ He must reign till he hath put all enemies under his 
feet." 27. " He hath put all things under his feet." 47. ** The second 
man is the Lord from heaven." xvi. 7. " I trust to tarry awhile with you, 
if the Lord permit." 

SECOND EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS. 

2 Cor. i. 2. Grace be to you from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ," iv. 4. "Lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who ifii 
the image of God, should shine unto them." 6. "To give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ." v. 14. 
"The love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if 
one died for all, then were all dead." 18, 19. "All things are.of God, who 
bath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the 
ministry of reconciliation; to wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the 
world to himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them, and hath com- 
mitted unto us the word of reconciliation." 21. ^^He hath m>ade him to 
he sin for us, who knew nosing that we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in him,** viii. 9. " For ye kiiow the grace of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, 
that ye through his poverty might be rich." xii. 8, 9. " For this thing / 
besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. And he said, 
My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weak- 
ness." xiii. 3. "Since ye seek a proof of Christ speaking in me." 5. 
"Know ye not, how that Jesus Christ is in you." 14. "7%e grace of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Ghost be toith you att. ^men.** 
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EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS. 

Gal. i. J. '* Paul an Apostle, not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus 
Christ, and God the Father." 3, 4. ** Grace be to you and peace from 
God the Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins, 
that he might deliver us from this present evil world." 10. " If I pleased 
men, I should not be the servant of Christ." ii. 16. "Knowing that a 
man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus 
Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified 
by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law; for by the works 
of the law shall no flesh be justified." 20. "Christ liveth in me: and the 
life which I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me and gave himself forme." iii. 1. "Before whose eyes 
Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you." 11. 
" That no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident, for, 
The just shall live by faith." 13. "Christ hath redeemed us from the 
curse of the law, being made a curse for us." 22. ^^But the scripture 
hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ 
might be given them that believe." 24. "The law was our schoolmaster to 
bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith." iv. 4, 5. "When 
the fulness of time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, 
made under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we 
might receive the adoption of sons. And because ye are sons, God hath 
sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father." 
v, 5. "We through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith." 
18. " If ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law." vi. 8. " He 
that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting." 14. 
"God forbid I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world." 18. 
" The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit." 

EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS. 

Eph. i. 2. "Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ." 6-8. "Wherein he hath made us accepted in the be- 
loved,*in whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of 
sins, according to the riches of his grace; wherein he hath abounded toward 
us in all wisdom and prudence." 12-14. "That we should be to the praise 
of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. In whom ye also trusted, after 
that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom 
also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise, 
which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the pur- 
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chased possession, unto the praise of his glory." 20-23. **Christ, when 
he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the hea- 
venly places, far above all principality and power, and might, and dominion, 
and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that 
which is to come; and hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to 
be the head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fulness of 
him that fiUeth all in all." ii. 3. ^^And were by nature the children of 
wraths even as othera.^^ 8, 9. " By grace ye are saved through faith; 
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works lest any 
man should boast." 13-16. "But now in Christ Jesus, ye who some- 
times were afar off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. For he is our 
peace, having abolished in his flesh the enmity, that he might reconcile 
both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity there- 
by." 18. '* Through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the 
Father." iii. 5. "The mystery of Christ, revealed unto the holy apostles 
and prophets by the Spirit." 9. ** To make known what is the fellowship 
of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in 
God, who created all things by Jesus Christ." 17. *' That Christ may 
dwell in your hearts by faith, that ye being rooted and grounded in love, 
may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and depth, 
and height; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that 
ye may be filled with all the fulness of God." iv. 8. "Wherefore he saith, 
When he ascended upon high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto 
men." Ps. Ixviii. 18. "TVie Lord is among men , as in Sinai, in the 
holy place. TTwu hast ascended on high; thou hast led captivity cap- 
tive,^* Eph. iv. 10. "He that descended is the same also that ascended up 
far above all heavens, that he might fill all things." (Acts ii. 33.) Eph, 
iv. 30. " Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto 
the day of redemption." 32. " Even as God for Christ's sake hath for- 
given you." V. 2. "Christ hath loved us; and hath given himself for us 
an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savour." 6. "/n 
the kingdom of Christ and God.^^ 14. "Wherefore he saith. Awake thou 
that sleepest and Christ shall give thee light." 23. "Christ is the head of 
the church, and he is the Saviour of the body." 25-27. "As Christ also 
loved the church, and gave himself for it; that he might sanctify and cleanse 
it, with the washing of water by the word, that he might present it to him- 
self a glorious church." vi. 6. "As the servants of Christ." 19. " That 
I may make known the mystery of the Gospel." 23, 24. " Peace be 
to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in 
sincerity." 
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EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS. 

Philippians i. 2. "Grace be unlo you from God the Father, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ." This salutation, I may remark, occurs in almost all 
St. Paul's Epistles, and may be translated, Grace be unto you from God 
our Father and Lord Jesus Christ. The word Father is in apposition 
with God, and so also may the words, Jesus Christ. If so considered , 
the Apostle begins his Epistles by denominating Jesus Christ, God. But 
whatever translation may be given to the expression, the juxta-position of 
the terms seems to intimate their equality; for, can we imagine, that a 
Jewish convert, impressed with the solemn and often renewed declaration, 
that God will not give his glory to another, would have thus associated a 
creature with the infinite Jehovah? ii. 5-11. **Let this mind be in you, 
which was also in Christ Jesus; who being in the form of God, thought 
it not robbery to be equal with God; but made himself of no reputation, 
and took upon him the fonn of a servant, and was made in the likeness of 
men, and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath 
highly exalted him,* and given him a name which is above every name: 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and 
things on earth, and things under the earth; and that every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." ii. 19. 
" But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy." 24. ** But I trust in 
the Lord that I also shall come." 30. " Because for the work of Christ 
he was nigh unto death." John vi. 29. "Jesus answered, This is the work 
of God that ye believe on him." Phil. iii. 9. "That I may win Christ, 
and be found in him, not having my own righteousness, but that which is 
through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith." 
20, 21. " From whence we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who will change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious 
body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things 
to himself." vi. 13. "I can do all things through Christ who strengtheneth 
me. 

*The eipression exalted, is not unfrequently applied to God in the Old Testament. 
"He 18 my God and I will exalt him." "The Lord alone shall be exalted in that day." 
Od account of tlie work of redemption, God hath remarkably proclaimed his dignity, 
and set forth his glory; commanding all men to acknowledge him their God and I^rd; 
their Lord always, but now more especially, by a new and distinct claim, as their Sa- 
viour and Deliverer, and only Redeemer. — Waterland. 
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EPISTLE TO THE COLOSSIANS. 

Colossians i. 13-23. "Who hath delivered us from the power of darknes9, 
and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son; in wj^om we 
have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: who is 
the image of the invisible God, the first born of the. whole creation. Ibr 
by hint were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, 
visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or princi- 
palities or powers; all things were created by him, and for him: And he 
is before all things, and by him all things consist. And he is the head 
of the body, the church; who is the beginning, the first bom from the 
dead, that in all things he might have the pre-eminence. For it pleased 
the Father that in him should all fulness dwell; and having made peace 
through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; 
by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. And 
you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked 
works, yet now hath he reconciled, in the body of his flesh through death, 
to present you holy, and unblameable and unreproveable; if ye continue in 
the faith grounded and settled." ii. 2, 3. ** To the acknowledgment of 
the mystery of God the Father, and of Christ." Ton Theou kaipatros 
kai Christott; ** In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and know- 
ledge." 9. '*/ai him dwellethallthefidness of the Godhead bodily, ^^ 19. 
**TFhich (the law) is a shadow of things to come, but the body is of 
Christ.*^ iii. 13. ^^Even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye." 24. 
**Ye serve the Lord Christ." 

FIRST EPISTLE TO THE THESSALONIANS. 

1 Thessalonians i. 10. ** To wait for his Son from heaven, whom he 
hath raised from the dead, even Jesus, who delivered us from the wrath 
to come." iii. 11, 12. "Now God himself, and our Father, and our 
Lord Jesus Christ direct our way to you. And the Lord make you to 
increase and abound in love one toward another, and toward all men, even 
as we do toward you: to the end he may establish your hearts unblamea- 
ble in holiness before God." This a prayer to the Son in conjunc- 
tion with the Father; and, in the second Epistle, we find similar invoca- 
tions, which surely shew that our Lord is the proper object of divine 
worship. When the Psalmist says, "And Thou that hearest prayer, unto 
Thee shall all flesh come;" he manifestly intimated that God only is a 
hearer of prayer. The distinction that is made by some between invoca- 
tion and prayer, appears frivolous. To invoke is to pray to, and prayer 
appertains solely to God, who has declared, "that he will not give his 
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glory to another." v. 9. **God hath appointed us to obtain salvation, by 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us." 

SECOND EPISTLE TO THE THESSALONIANS. 

2 Thessalonians i. 7. "When the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels." 12. ** That the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in him, according to the grace of 
our God and Lord Jesus Christ," or of the God of us even our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Tou Theou emon kai Kuriou Jesou Christou. "And then shall 
that wicked be revealed, whom the Lord (Jesus, in Griesbach's N. T.) 
shall consume with the spirit of his mouth." Isa. xi. 4. "And with the 
breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked." 2 Thes. ii. 16, 17. " Now 
our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, who hath loved 
us and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace, 
comfort your hearts, and establish you in every good word and work." 
iii. 5, 6. "And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and the 
patient waiting for Christ," " Now we command you, brethen, in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ." 16. " Now the Lord of peace himself 
give you peace. The Lord be with you all." 

FIRST EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY. 

1 Timothy i. 12. *^I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled 
fn€, for that he counted me faithful." 2 Tim. i. 3. " I thank God." 1 
Tim. i. 16. "Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners." 16. 
"That in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all long suffering.*^ 17. 
" Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, 'be 
honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen." For king eternal, we have 
in the original, To Basilei ton aionon, and it is translated by the Vulgate 
and Wakefield literally, "The King of the Ages." The context and many 
passages in the Bible, as, 1 Cor. xv. 25. " He must reign till he hath put 
all enemies under his feet." Rev. xvii. 14. "The Lamb shall overcome 
them; for he is the Lord of lords, and the King of kings," seem to au- 
thorize the opinion that the Apostle in this doxology had a particular refer- 
ence to Christ, ii. 6. *^Who gave himself a ransom for aU.^* iii. 16. 
"And without controversy great is the mystery of Godliness; God was 
manifest in theflesh.^^ Supported by ancient MSS. and versions, Gries- 
bach reads, hos, he who; tlie Vulgate has quod, which. It is a passage 
on which alone it would not be fair to establish any doctrine, as the cor- 
rect reading is not certainly known; but I have now no doubt that TTieos 
was in the original, because it seems to be required by the sense, and be- 
cause we have the same mystery stated by St. John. "The Word was 
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Grod; and the Word was made flesh." Here we have clearly, in other 
terms, the declaration <*that God was manifest in the flesh." On Trinita- 
rian principles, the common reading harmonizes with the whole verse; but I 
think that no good sense can be made of the verse on any system of faith, if 
we read *Ao«,' or *Ao.' The Vulgate, instead of mystery has the word ^aacror 
mentttmy'* which shows the bias of the translator, vi. 15. <<He shall 
shew who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord 
of lords." Rev. xix. 16. *'The Lamb shall overcome them, for He is 
the Lord of lords and King of kings." 

SECOND EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY. 

2 Timothy i. 10. **Is now made manifest by the appearing of our Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and 
immortality to light through the Gospel." 18. "The Lord grant that he 
may find mercy of the Lord in that day." ii. 10. "That they may ob- 
tain the salvation which is in Jesus Christ, with eternal glory." 14. 
"Charging them before the Lord." 19. "The Lord knoweth them that 
are his." 22. "With them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart." iii. 
11. "But out of them all (persecutions) the Lord delivered me." iv. 1, 
" I charge thee therefore before God and the Lord Jesus, who shall judge 
the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom." 8. "The 
Lord the righteous judge." 17. " The Lord stood with me and strength- 
ened me." 18. "The Lord will deliver me from every evil work, and 
^mLpreserve me unto his heavenly kingdom : to whom be glory for ever 
and ever, amen." 22. "The Lord Jesus Christ be with thy spirit." 

EPISTLE TO TITUS. 

Titus i. 3. "According to the commandment of God our Saviour." 
"This evidently," as Dr. A. Clarke observes, "refers to the commission 
which he had received from Jesus Christ." Acts xxvi. 16. " I have ap- 
peared unto thee to make thee a minister," <&c. And again, " He is a 
chosen vessel unto me to bear my name," &c. This is the command- 
ment, and accordingly he became the Apostle of the Gentiles. Christ 
is, therefore, called God. In the next verse, the word Saviour is appended 
to the words Lord Jesus Christ. The most remarkable passage in this 
Epistle occurs, ii. 13. "Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ," or literally 
translated, ^^And the appearing of the glory of the great Chd and Sa- 
viour of usj Jesus ChristJ*^ This is, without doubt, the correct trans- 
lation of the passage, and it requires no comment. There is another 
striking passage brought forward in a note in Dr. A. Clarke's Com- 
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mentary, to illustrate a rule of the Greek article, which proves, if any re- 
liance is to be placed on grammatical construction, that Christ is truly God. 
Ephes. V. 5. " In the kingdom of the Christ and God.*^ ** This pas- 
sage," says the author of the Note, ''speaks for itself, and to make any 
comment upon it would be utterly superfluous. As far as we can be as- 
sured of the meaning and import of human language, so far we may be 
certain, that the writer of the Epistle to the Ephesians pronounces Christ 
to be God." The whole note on the use of the Greek article, deserves se- 
rious attention. Titus ii. 14. "Who gave himself for us, that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works;" 

THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS. 

"The Epistle to the Hebrews," writes Dr. A. Clarke, "is an epitome 
of the dispensations of God to man from the foundation of the world to the 
advent of Christ. It is not only the sum of the Gospel, but the sum and 
completion of the Law, of which it is a beautiful and most luminous com- 
ment. That it is written to Jews, naturally such, the whole structure of 
the Episde shows." " That he may show the Godhead of Christ, we 
find the Apostle proving that Jesus was greater than the patriarchs, greater 
than Aaron, greater than Moses, and greater than the angels, and he must 
be understood to mean, according to the Jewish phraseology, that Jesus is 
an uncreated Being, infinitely greater than all others, whether earthly or 
heavenly. For as they allowed the greatest eminence (next to Go^^^lo 
angelic beings, the Apostle concludes, "That he who is greater than the an- 
gels is truly God; but Christ is greater than the angels, therefore Christ is 
truly God. Nothing can be clearer than that this is the Apostle's grand 
argument; and the proofs and illustrations of it meet the reader in almost 
every verse." 

Heb. i. 2, 3. "God, in these last days, hath spoken to us by his Son, 
whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the 
worlds; who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of 
his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he 
had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Ma- 
jesty on high." 6. "When he bringeth in the first begotten into the 
world, he saith, And let all the angels of God worship him." 8. " But 
unto the Son he saith, "Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever; a scep- 
tre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom." Turning to the Im- 
proved Version, which I formerly received almost as an oracle, you find 
this verse rendered, "God is thy throne," &c. But this rendering, says 
Clarke, "is not countenanced by any version or MSS. yet discovered;" 
"and the words," writes one who carefully considered the construction of 
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the Greek language, **will not possibly admit of this signification." Hav- 
ing formed my opinions from other passages, I now am persuaded that 
the common version is faithful to the original. 10-12. "And, thou Lord, 
in the beginning, hast laid the foundation of the earth," &c. This pas- 
sage is a quotation from Ps. 102, 26, and, as the context shows, applied 
to Christ — and unless it is addressed to him, no apparent reason can be as- 
signed for its introduction. And I am convinced that any one reading it 
merely as a critic, without preconceived opinions relating to the person of 
our Lord, would, without any hesitation, admit that the Apostle addresses 
our Saviour as the Creator. But I know from experience, how easily the 
mind when wedded to any particular system, can give a turn to an author's 
words, and take them far away from the object ivhich the writer had in 
view. 

Heb. ii. 9. ** That he should, by the grace of God, taste death for 
every man.*' 14-18. "Forasmuch then as tfie children are partakers of 
flesh^ and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same, that 
through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, 
the Devil; and deliver them who, through fear of death, were all their 
lifetime subject to bondage. For verily he took not on himself the nature 
of angels, but he took on him the seed of Abraham. Wherefore, in all 
things, it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might 
be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make 
reconciliation for the sins of the people. For that he himself hath suffer- 
ed, being tempted, he is able to succor them that are tempted." iii. 7. 
"Wherefore, as the Holy Ghost saith. To-day if ye will hear his voice," 
&c. iv. 15. "For we have not a high priest who cannot be touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities." vi. 20. "Made a high priest for ever after 
the order of Melchisedec." vii. 25. "He is able to save them to the ut- 
termost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make inter- 
cession for them.^* 26. "Who needed not daily, as those high priests, to 
offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins and then for the people's: for this 
he did once when he offered up himself." iv. 12-16. "Neither by the 
blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into 
the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. For, if the 
blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the un- 
clean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh; How much more shall the 
blood of Christ J who through the Eternal Spirit offered himself without 
spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living 
God. And for this cause he is the Mediator of the new testament, that 
by means of death for the redemption of the transgressions that were un- 
der the first testament, they who are called might receive the promise of 
eternal inheritance. For where a testament is, there must also of neces- 
sity be the death of a testator." 26. "Now once in the end of the world 
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hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself." 28. **Chri»t 
was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for 
him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation." x. 1. ^*'For 
the law having a shadow of things to come^ and not the very image of 
the things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by 
year continually make the comers thereunto perfect. For then would 
they not have ceased to be offered, because that the worshippers once 
purged should have had no more conscience of sms. But in those sacri- 
fices, there is a remembrance again made of sins every year. For it is 
not possible that the blood of bulls and goats should take away sins. 
Wherefore, when he cometh into the world he saith, sacrifice and offer- 
ing thou wouldst not, but a body hast thou prepared me: in burnt offer- 
ings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure. Then said I, Lo, I 
come (in the volume of the book it is written of me) to do thy will, O 
God. Above, when he said, sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings, 
and offering for sin thou wouldst not, neither hadst pleasure therein, which 
are offered by the law; then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. 
He taketh away the first, that he may establish the second. By the which 
will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all. And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering 
oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins: but this 
man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins, for ever sat down on the 
right hand of God; from henceforth expecting till his enemies be made 
his footstool. For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that 
are sanctified." 19. ** Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into 
the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which he 
hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say his flesh; and hav- 
ing a high priest over the house of God; let us draw near with a true 
heart with full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an 
evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water." 26-29. ** If 
we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, 
there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful looking for 
of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries. He 
that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three wit- 
nesses: of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought 
worthy, who4iath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted 
the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, 
and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace." xii. 24. *'To Jesus the 
Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speak- 
eth better things than that of Abel." xiii. 8. ^^ Jesus Christ the same yester- 
day^ and to day, and for ever.^^ 12. **Wlierefore also, Jesus, that he 
might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate." 
20. "Our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the 



[43] 

blood of the everlasting covenant." 21. ** Jesus Christ, to whom be glory 
for ever and ever, amen." 

EPISTLE OF JAMES. 

This Epistle does not furnish any passages for quotation. It is suppoed 
to have been written to confute the corrupt doctrines and practices of the 
unbelieving Jews, and of the judaising teachers. The object of the wri- 
ter did not lead him to touch upon the peculiar doctrines of Christianity. 
The name of our Lord is mentioned only twice, nor is there any expres- 
sion relating to the miracles, death or resurrection of Christ. The argu- 
ment against the doctrines of Trinitarianism, derived from the silence of 
James on the subject, is I am persuaded of no importance. If this argu- 
ment were valid, it would prove that James did not believe in the miira- 
cles, the crucifixion, and resurrection of our Lord. It is entirely a prac- 
tical Episde; and, in opposition to those perverters of the Gospel, who 
misrepresented the doctrine of justification by Faith, maintains the indis- 
pensable obligations of the moral law. The faith that justifieth will ne- 
cessarily produce the fruits of righteousness; and though no man can be 
justified by the works of the law, yet faith without them is dead, and will 
not save from the awful condemnation of the last day. He who in his 
works has denied Christ, will then in vain call him Lord, Lord. 

FIRST EPISTLE OF PETER. 

Peter i. 2. **Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, 
through sanctification of the Spirit unto obedience and sprinkling of the 
blood of Jesus Christ." 8. "Whom not having seen ye love." 11. 
" Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was 
in them did signify, when it testified before hand the su^erings of Christ, 
and the glory that should follow." 12. "Which things the angels desire 
to look into." 18. "Forasmuch as ye were not redeemed with corrupti- 
ble things, as silver and gold, from vain conversation received by tradition 
from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb with- 
out blemish and without spot." 22. "Obeying the truth through the 
Spirit." ii. 3. "If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious." Ps. 
xxxiv. 8. "O taste and see that the Lord is good." 1 Peter ii. 13. "Sub- 
mit to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake." 24. "Who of his 
own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we being dead to 
sins should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. 
For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shep- 
herd and Bishop of your souls." iii. 15. "But sanctify the Lord God 
in your hearts." In Griesbach's Text, it is the Lord Christ. This is the 
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reading of several valuable MSS., and versions, and amongst the rest of the 
Vulgate, which has, *' Dominum autem Christum sanctificate in cordi- 
bus vestris,^^ 18. *'For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just 
for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the 
flesh, but quickened in the Spirit." 22. "Christ, who is gone into heaven, 
and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers being 
made subject unto him." 

1 Peter iv. 1. "Forasmuch then as Christ has suffered for us in the 
flesh." 11. "That God in all things may be glorified through Jesus 
Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen." 
V. 2. "Feed the flock of God which is among you." Acts xx. 28. "Feed 
the church of God which he has purchased with his own blood." John 
X. 14. "I am the good Shepherd and I know my sheep." 1 Pet. v. 4. 
"When the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory 
that fadeth not as^ay." An unbiassed attention to these passages will, 
I think, leave no doubt on the mind, that Peter here applied the word God 
to Christ. 

SECOND EPISTLE OF PETER. 

In the first verse of this Epistle, our Lord is expressly called God. In 
the common version we read, "Through the righteousness of God and 
our Savior Jesus Christ;" but the correct translation is given in the mar- 
gin, ^^TTirough the righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ,"*^ 
Wakefield has "Pardon from our God and Saviour Jesus Christ." In the 
Greek it is, "^n dikaiosune tou Theou kai Soteros Icsou Christou.^^ 1 1 . 
"Into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." 1 4. 
"Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord 
Jesus Christ hath shewed me." 16. "For we have not followed cun- 
ningly devised fables, when we make known unto you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eye witnesses of his majesty." 
21. "Holy men spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." ii. 1. 
"jSJvcn denying the Lord that bought them.*^ Some think that the 
Lord, (^Despoteen) refers to the Father, but the more common opinion as- 
cribes it to Christ, iii. 8, 9. "One day is with the Lord as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day." 9. "The Lord is not slack con- 
cerning his promise." 10. "But the day of the Lord will come as a thief 
in the night." It must be evident to any one who refers to Matt. xxv. 
31, that the Lord, (Kurios) in the last three quotations, means Christ. In 
the twelfth verse of the same chapter, we have the expression, "The coming 
of the day of God;" and the inference seems to me now evident, that the 
same Person is spoken of. 15. "The long suffering of our Lord is sal- 
vation." 18. "But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christy to him be glory both now and for ever, Amen.'' 
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FIRST EPISTLE OF JOHN. 

1 John i. 1-3. "That which was from the beginning, which we have 
heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, 
and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; (for the Life was mani- 
fested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and show unto you that 
eternal Life^ which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;) 
that which we have seen and heard declare we unto you." Compare this 
with John i. 1-14. It now seems to me evident that the Apostle begins 
this Epistle by describing a person. This person can be no other than 
our Lord; and he is that eternal Life which was with the Father. Our 
Saviour called himself the Way, the Tnith, the Life, The eternal Life 
then must be God. 7. **The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth 
us from all sin." ii. 1, 2. **W? have an advocate with the Father^ Je- 
sus Christ the righteous: and he is the propitiation for our sins; and 
not for our's only, but also for the sins of the whole world." 20. "But 
ye have an unction from the Holy One." 22, 23. "He is antichrist that 
denieth the Father and the Son. Whosoever denieth the Son, the same 
hath not tfie Father." iii. 8. "For this purpose the Son of God was 
manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil." 16. "Here- 
by perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us." 
Tou Theou, of God, is not in the Greek. The literal translation of the 
original is, "In this we have known the love, because he laid down his 
life for us." Either Tlieou, of God, or Christou, of Christ, seems to 
have been omitted by some early transcriber. The context certainly au- 
thorizes the substitution of God. So it is translated in the Vulgate, In 
hoc cognommus charitatem Dei; and Griesbach mentions the Armenian 
version, and one Greek MSS. 

1 John iv. 9, 10. "In this was manifested the love of God toward us, 
because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might 
live through him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins." 14. "And 
we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour 
of the world." vii. "And this is the record, that God hath given to us 
eternal life, and this life is in his Son." 20. "And we know that the Son 
of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know 
him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus 
Christ. This is the true God and eternal Life,'^ or "/Ac eternal Life." 
Now, "if the mind and meaning of the author who is translated, is pure- 
ly a question of language, and should be decided upon no other principles 
than those of grammar and philology," the Apostle here expressly de- 
nominates Jesus Christ, the true God. No one who understands the orig- 






[46] 

inal, can for a moment question this inference. — The Apostle concludes as 
he begins his Epistle, by bearing solemn witness to the glorious but mys- 
terious doctrine, that the Maker of heaven and earth assumed our nature; 
and, in the course of his letter, he tells us that he submitted to this amaz- 
ing condescension to become **the propitiation for our sins, and also for the 
sins of the whole world." "The love of Christ passeth all knowledge, 
but "believing, we may rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory. 
And well might the Apostle exclaim, "I count all things but loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Jesus Christ, my Lord." 

Let not the mysteriousness of the communication lead us aside from 
the written word. Either let us receive what we find with docility, or 
at once reject the testimony. A revelation from Heaven was not given 
to be tested by theories and preconceived opinions. 

EPISTLE TO JUDE. 

Jude i. 4. "Turning the grace of our Gqd into lasciviousness, and de- 
nying the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ." The latter part 
of the verse may be translated, "denying the only Lord God, the Lord 
Jesus Christ," or, "even our Lord Jesus Christ;" and according to the rule 
for the Greek article, only one person can be referred to. Several MSS. 
and versions, however, omit TheoUy God; but with this omission, it may 
be trajislated, " Denying the only Lord, (or Sovereign) even our Lord 
Jesus Christ." 21. "Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for 
the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life." 

REVELATION OF ST. JOHN. 

Revelation i. 5, 6. "Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our 
sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and 
his Father; to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen." 10, 
11. "I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a great 
voice, as of a trumpet, saying I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last. 
And I saw one like unto the Son of man." 17, 18. "And when I saw him, I 
fell at his feet as dead . And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, 
Fear not, / am the first and the last, I am he that liveth and am dead; 
and behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and 
death." Isa. xliv. 6. "Thus saith the Lord the King of Israel, and his 
Redeemer the Lord of hosts; I am the first, and I am tlie last, and beside 
me there is no God." Isa. xli. 4. " I the Lord, the first, and I am the 
last; lam Ae." John viii. 58. "Before Abraham was, I am." ii. 18. 
" These things saith the Son of God." 23. "All the churches shall know 
thai lam he who searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every 
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one according to your works." 1 Kings viii. 39. "For Thou, even Thou 
only knowest the hearts of all the children of men." Rev. iii. 7. "These 
things saith he that is holy, that hath the key of Daniel." 1 9. **As many as I 
love I rebuke and chasten, be zealous therefore, and repent." 21. *'To him 
that overcometh will I grant to sit with me on my throne." v. 8, 9. 
"And the four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one 
of them harps, and golden vials full of odors, which are the prayers of the 
saints. And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the 
book, and to open the seals thereof, for thou wast slain and hast redeemed 
us to God by thy blood out of every kindred and tongue." 12-14. "Wor- 
thy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 
and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing. And every creature 
which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are 
in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honor, 
and glory, and power, he unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb forever and ever. And the four and twenty elders fell down 
and worshipped him that liveth forever and ever,*' viii. 9, 10. "A great 
multitude stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, and cried with a 
loud voice saying, Salvation to our God who sitteth on the throne, and 
unto the Lamb." 14. "Have washed their robes and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb." xi. 15-18. "And there were great voices in 
heaven, saying. The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of 
our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign forever and ever. And the 
four and twenty elders, who sat before God on their seats, fell upon their 
faces, and worshipped God, saying. We give thee thanks, O Lord God 
Almighty, who art, and who wast, and art to come; because thou hast 
taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned. And the nations were 
angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should 
be judged, and that thou shouldst give reward unto thy servants," &c. 
xiv. 4. " These were redeemed from among men, being the first fruits 
unto God and the Lamb." xvii. 14. "And the Lamb shall overcome 
them: for he is Lord of lords, and King and kings. Tim. vi. 15. "He 
shall shew who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and 
Lord of lords." xix. 12. "And he had a name written that no man knew, 
but he himself." 16. "And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a 
name written. King of kings, and Lord of lords,'''* xxii. 1. "Proceeding 
out of the throne of God and the Lamb." 3. " But the throne of God and 
the Lamb shall be in it, and his servants shall serve him." xxii. 13. "/ 
am Mpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last,^^ 
16. "I Jesus have sent my angel to testify unto you these things in the 
churches." 20,21. "He who testifieth these things saith. Surely I come 
quickly: Amen. Even so, come. Lord Jesus. The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen." 
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Let me again remark, that I have not selected all the passages from 
the Bible which may be adduced in favor of the Deity of Christ, the per- 
sonality of the Holy Spirit, and the Atonement. I noted, as I read 
through the New Testament, only those texts which produced an impres- 
sion on my own mind. Several passages that I have omitted, may appear 
to some Trinitarians more direct in their testimony to these doctrines; and 
I doubt not that many Unitarians, will pass over a great portion that I have 
given as irrelevant. As this pamphlet is written expressly for the Unita- 
rians to whom I formerly sustained the relation of Pastor, let me again en- 
treat them to give the subject their serious attention. Many, I have reason 
to think, have attended only to one side of the controversy, and are infla- 
enced more by what they believe to be the dictates of Reason, than the 
testimony of Revelation. Any passage which seems to militate against their 
hypothesis, or system, is carelessly passed over as figurative, or unintelligi- 
ble. And I know, from my own observation, as well from my own former 
mode of regarding the sacred canon, that the Epistles of Paul, in partlcu* 
lar, with the exception of the didactic portions at the conclusion, are sel- 
dom read, or considered as having any bearing on the present state of the 
-Christian world. They are thought to relate almost entirely to the exciting 
controversy then carried on between the Jewish and Gentile converts, re- 
specting the perpetuity of the ritual law of Moses. Indeed, I have not unfre- 
quently heard it maintained, that the whole of the New Testament, except- 
ing the facts, is limited and particular in its application, relating not 
to the circumstances of the world at large; and that it is only in the way of 
accommodation, and with many reservations, that we can apply to our- 
selves the words of our Lord and his Apostles. (See Cappe's Christian 
Principles.) I was myself, in a great degree, indoctrinated with this 
notion; which, up to the time of my relinquishing the ministerial function, 
exercised a baneful influence on my religious inquiries. 

I no longer wonder that Unitarianism is dwindling away. The mystery 
is at length satisfactorily explained; and so long as the Christian world 
submit to the absolute supremacy of the written word of God, Unita- 
rians will find that *'they spend their money for that which is not bread, 
and their labor for that which satisfieth not." But, O my friends, 
* 'incline your ear, and hear; and your soul shall live; and God will make 
an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David." 
Amen. 



